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TURVEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

CHARGING & REMISSIONS POLICY
Date Created: Spring 2025
          Date to be reviewed:  Spring 2026

[bookmark: _8975j4txn9an]At Turvey Primary School we recognise the valuable contribution that a wide range of additional activities including clubs, practical activities, music lessons, trips and residential experiences can make to a pupils’ social and personal care. However, it is recognised that many educationally valuable activities have been, and will continue to be, dependent on financial contributions in whole or part from parents.   Without financial support the school would find it impossible to maintain the quality and breadth of educational experiences provided for all our pupils.

Turvey Primary School’s charging policy meets the requirements of the Education Act 1996, Sections 449-462. The act states that education provided by any maintained school for its registered pupils should be free of charge if it takes place wholly or mainly during school hours. However, Section 460 establishes that restrictions on charging for school activities do not in any way prohibit or restrict a school from seeking voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of any school activity, whether during or outside school hours, residential or non-residential. 

Turvey Primary School seeks to provide its pupils with meaningful first hand experiences. From time to time therefore parents will be asked to contribute voluntarily towards the cost of specific activities which are deemed to be of high educational value. It will be made clear to parents that there is no obligation to contribute and that pupils will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the request. 

If the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions this will be made clear to parents at the outset and where voluntary contributions are insufficient to cover the costs involved, the visit or activity may be cancelled.
An activity may not result in a profit being made by the school. Activities will be carefully costed and any surplus refunded equally to contributors after the activity has taken place. Requests for contributions will, where necessary, cover costs of the adults taking part. 

School Visits/Activities

For visits occurring during school time the Head Teacher will invite a voluntary contribution from parents to meet the cost of a visit.  Every effort will be made to keep these costs reasonable although no child will be excluded from a visit because their parents cannot or will not make a contribution.   However, where voluntary contributions are insufficient to cover the costs involved, the visit or activity may be cancelled.

Music Tuition

Although the law states that all education provided during school hours must be free, music lessons are an exception to this rule. The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a regulation-making power which allowed the Department for Education to specify circumstances where charging can be made for music tuition.  
Charges may now be made for teaching either an individual pupil or groups of any appropriate size (provided that the size of the group is based on sound pedagogical principles) to play a musical instrument or to sing. Charges may only be made if the teaching is not an essential part of either the National Curriculum or a public examination syllabus being followed by the pupil(s), or the first access to the Key Stage 2 Instrumental and Vocal Tuition Programme (Wider Opportunities). 

Swimming Lessons
The school organises swimming lessons for pupils. Lessons take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum.  We ask for a voluntary contribution to cover the cost of transport to and from the pool, provision of a lifeguard/specialist teacher and hire of the pool itself.  We inform parents when these lessons are to take place and we ask for their written permission for their child to take part.

Activities outside school hours
The full cost will be charged to each pupil of any activities deemed to be optional extras taking place outside school hours e.g. before and after school clubs. This also includes residential visits. A charge will be made for the cost of board, lodging and travel costs (subject to statutory exceptions). The cost will not exceed the actual cost of provision.

Classroom Materials

No charge is made for materials and equipment, except in the case of cookery where we may request a voluntary contribution for ingredients. There is no obligation to contribute and pupils will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the request.

However, the school reserves the right to make a small charge for materials used if parents want to possess a finished article made by their child. 

Breakages

In cases of wilful or malicious damage to school equipment either in school or on loan to pupils, or damage or loss of schoolbooks, the Head Teacher may decide to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at the Head Teachers’ discretion.

Lettings
The school will make its facilities available to outside users at a charge agreed by the Governing Body.  Please refer to the lettings policy for full details.

Remissions
Where the parents of a pupil are in receipt of state benefits which would entitle their child to receive free school meals, the Governing Body will remit in full, the cost of board and lodging for any residential activity (classed as an optional extra taking place outside school hours).
In other circumstance the Governing Body will invite parents to apply in confidence to the Head teacher for the remission of charges in part or full. The Head teacher in consultation with the Chair of governors will make authorisation of remission.

Any eventuality not covered for by this policy will be considered by the Head teacher and Governors and a decision made in line with advice given by the Department of Education based on the Education Act 1996.

Monitor and Review of the Charging and Remissions Policy
The policy will be regularly monitored and reviewed as part of the ongoing audit of practice and development within the school. 


Signed _______________________________________ (Head teacher)


Signed Amy Mustard (Governor)
Date:   Approved by Governors 20.5.24
Draft 14.5.24
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