Character Education


We are a happy and caring school where a love of learning is inspired in our children.  We have high expectations of positive behaviour and attitudes and it is our aim for all children to become responsible citizens of the future.
Education for character is an integral part of our school. 
Every child is valued and respected and we believe there is a strong link between character and attainment. The aim of Character Education at Turvey Primary School is to develop confident and compassionate pupils, who are effective contributors to society, successful learners and responsible citizens. Through our focus on Character Education we can help children’s development of self-esteem, understanding and respect for others, an awareness of wider spiritual and cultural issues and the fulfilment of their potential. We have a role in ensuring that we develop our children holistically to ensure that they are well-rounded individuals, ready for the next step. We encourage positive feelings of self-worth in all children. We believe strongly in the important role we play in shaping our pupils’ future and through developing their character we are increasing their chances of success in life.
Schools play an integral role in helping children become responsible for themselves, for each other and for their world. Since we hold Character Education of such high importance, we hope our pupils will become well-rounded individuals and will be able to make reasoned, informed and ethical choices 
● have a sound understanding of right and wrong 
● take account of the common good in their actions 
● have high self-esteem 
● be confident communicators 
● be reflective, flexible and creative 
● make the most of opportunities 
● develop a sense of belonging that allows them to have a voice and to influence society 
● have the ability to be independent and use their initiative 
● be good parents and role models for future generations 
● be co-operative, adaptable and able to work as a team 
● contribute to a multi-skilled and flexible workforce 
● be enquiring, creative and independent thinkers 
● value diverse life-styles, cultures and faiths 
● have concern for their environment 

We also support children to develop positive character traits, attributes and behaviours that underpin success in education and future life. 

We focus on six key virtues across the year: 

	Wisdom
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	The combination of experience, knowledge and careful judgement. This includes open mindedness, initiative, curiosity & enquiry.


	Courage
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	The ability to control fear and to be willing to deal with something that is difficult, or unpleasant.  To include taking risks.


	  Ambition
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	The desire and determination to achieve success.  This includes goal setting, self-belief and commitment.
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	Self-control and emotional regulation.  This includes resilience, perseverance, wellbeing and gratitude.          

	Integrity
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	Being honest and having strong moral principles.  This includes trust and loyalty, equality and responsibility.

	Service
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	The action of helping or doing work for someone else.  This includes community, co-operation, kindness, compassion and generosity.





How is Character Education included at Turvey Primary School? 
It is argued that Character Education is not only ‘caught’ through the ethos and values of the school, but can also be ‘taught’ through explicit lessons and assemblies.  We also try to develop the ‘sought’ aspect, where students actively seek to develop their own character.
As a school we are a member of the Association for Character Education. 
Our character virtues run throughout the whole school experience and we systematically ensure it is embedded across all areas.  Our virtues are displayed in the school entrance and in every classroom. 
We focus on a different virtue every half term and these are explored through assemblies and lessons at an age appropriate level.  
The children all have their own character journal.  This moves up with them throughout the school and is their own personal record of their learning.  
Each week the children have a short Character Education lesson.  Here they might explore the current virtue or other relevant topics.   
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